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In a notice on p. 432 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 44 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 429-81. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal” will 
be found on pp. 425-8. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 


—_— tenders from such persons as may be willing to 


for Railway supply per for wag 

Material. gons, cast-steel axleboxes, laminated springs, 

a spiral and volute springs, and wheels and axles 
for waggons for the Indian State Railways. 

The Secretary of State is also prepared to receive tenders from 
such persons as may be willing to supply rails, 75 lbs. per yard, 
together with fish-plates, fish-bolts, and wrought-iron spikes for 
same. 


The conditions of contract may be seen on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., or 
A 
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may be obtained on application to the Director-General of Stores, 
India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at that 
office by two o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the 3rd prox., after which 
time no tender will be received. 


BURMA. 
According to “Capital” (Calcutta) of 8th inst., Mandalay is to 
Electric Tramwa: have an electric tramway, and the Burma 
Materials Y Electric Works Syndicate, Limited, has secured 
r the construction of the system. The Burma 
Government have, it is said, recently granted the Syndicate an 
extension of time, and under the new concession the work of 
construction is to begin before 6th December next, and to be 
completed before 6th December, 1905. 


CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
- . trade received at the Canadian Government 
a — Offices, Victoria Street, 8.W., where further 
information may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—A London firm, who desire to extend their 
trade connections, are open to take up the sole agencies of Canadian 
grain and hay shippers. 

A wholesale and export firm in London are prepared to undertake 
the sale of small articles of domestic ware, especially in the hard- 
ware line, for Canadian firms who are seeking an opening in Great 
Britain. 

A north of England firm desire to get into communication with 
shippers in Canada of wood chimney pieces. 

A firm engaged in the manufacture of furniture for wholesale, 
wish to get into communication with a Canadian shipper of 
furniture wood in a knock-down condition, such as legs, splots, &c. 

A firm interested in the shipment of mahogany logs make 
enquiry for the names of merchants in Canada who are prepared to 
import this wood. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian firm having an interest in a 
mineral spring, and who are in a position to supply large quantities 
of the water, are desirous of corresponding with an English house 
likely to be interested in the product. 

A Canadian firm engaged in the woollen trade desire to communi- 
cate with wool pullers in Great Britain. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 
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NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 


a 4 stating that tenders for the supply of 242 axles 
Whede: ron with wheels, 52 wheel centres and 270 wheel 


“ bandages,” for the Norwegian State Railways, 
can be addressed to“ Styrelsens Expeditionskontor, Statsbanerne, 
Christiania,” where they should be received not later.than 3 p.m. 
on Tuesday, 17th June. Tenders should be enclosed in sealed 
envelopes marked “ Hjul.” 

A receipt is given for the safe delivery of the tender. No 
responsibility is taken where a tender is delivered without a 
receipt being obtained for it. 

Tenders sent in by telegraph, or telegrams sent in to modify 
tenders already despatched, must bear the above mark immediately 
after the address. ‘Tenders or telegrams bearing on tenders which 
do not bear the above mark, or which arrived too late, will be 
disregarded. 

The right is reserved to accept part or all of any tender, or to 
refuse them all. 

Drawings and conditions of tender can be seen at the office of 
the Head of the Engineering Department, Christiania. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of from 
10 to 15 per cent. is given to native manufactures. 

See notice on p. 652 of the “Board of Trade Journal” for 
20th June last. ] 


BELGIUM. 


A despatch, dated 21st inst., has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, giving 
the following information from an official source 
in regard to the supply of locomotives and 
: other rolling stock for the Belgian State Rail- 
pa er ways. The Belgian Railway Department only 
YS. issues public tenders for the supply of passenger 
carriages, waggons, trucks, and tenders, and these are open to 
foreign as well as Belgian firms. 

In regard to locomotives, however, it is considered desirable 
that they should be constructed according to certain uniform types, 
and that the manufacturers should be within easy reach, so as to 
be able to carry out any repairs that may be required. 

Consequently the supply of locomotives is generally obtained. 
from Belgian firms who are in touch with the railway adminic- 
tration. 


Supply of 
Locomotives and 
Rolling Stock 
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SPAIN. 


Referring to the notice published - p- 340 of last week’s issue 
_ ._ of the “Journal” regarding mining properties 
for rental in the Vivero district of copy 
¢ Public Aucti of “ El Eco de Vivero” has now been received 
. ¢ Auction. by the Board of Trade, through the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Consul at Corunna, containing particulars of the 
properties and conditions of the contract. 

There aré two groups of mines: “El Incio,” covering 6,385 
square metres, and “ El Vivero,” covering 2,832 square metres. 

What is offered to tender is the option for a year on the “ Incio” 
group and, separately, the option for six months on the “ Vivero” 
group, to rent the mines for 20 years (lease renewable at the 
option of the lessee) for a lump sum, to cover the whole term, of 
250,000 pesetas (7,1941.), paid on signing the contract of lease, and 
a royalty of 75 cents ofa peseta (5d.), on a minimum of 100,000 tons, 

r annum, in the case of the “Incio” group, and for asum of 
200,000 pesetas (5,755I.), and a royalty of 1 peseta per ton (6°9d.), 
on a minimum of 80,000 tons, per annum, in the case of the 
Vivero” group. 

A provisional deposit of 75,000 pesetas (2,158/.) is required to 
qualify any tender for the “Incio” group, and 50,000 pesetas 
(1,4391.) any tender for the “ Vivero” group.* 

The copy of “ El Eco de Vivero” may be seen any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of the 18th inst. contains Royal Orders 
authorising the granting of the following 


concessions :— 
1. Fora narrow gauge railway from Azbarren 
* ® to Landaco, Province of Vizcaya, for 99 years, 


without subvention ; 

2. For a narrow gauge railway from Olvega (from the station of 
the railway to Castején) to Torrelapaja, where it will connect with 
the line from that place to Calatayud, for 99 years, without 
subvention ; 

3. For an electric tramway for the transport of passengers and 
merchandise from the Plaza de la Concepcion de San Cristobal de 
la Laguna, by the State highway, to El Tacorante, for 60 years. 

The ‘“ Gaceta” containing the above orders may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


* It is believed that these amounts required to be deposited will be considerably 
reduced. 
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The “Gaceta de — f of 24th inst. contains a notice calling 

or tenders which will be opened on 27th prox. 

mane 4 at noon in the office of the “ teataicn 

aint Provincial de Gerona” for the repair of the 

iron span bridge over the river Flavia on the provincial high road, 

province of Gerona, at the upset price of 78,030°96 pesetas, or about 

2,2461. A provisional deposit of 3,901-54 pesetas, or about 1121., is 
required to qualify any tender. 


The ‘“Gaceta de Madrid” of 25th inst. contains a notice stating 
that an application, accompanied by plan and 
deposit of security, having been received asking 
for the concession of an electric tramway known 
as the “Mediodia” of Madrid, passing through certain streets 
which are named, one month is allowed during which other appli- 
cations on better terms for the Government and accompanied by 
their respective plans and guarantees may be presented. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
utes te will be opened simultaneonsly in the Ministry 
Site of Marine, Madrid, and in the Admiralty Offices 
in Cartagena and Barcelona, at noon, ten days 
after publication of the notice in the “ Gaceta,” for the supply of 
seven boilers for the workshops of the Catagena Arsenal, in 
accordance with the statement of conditions on view in the offices 
above named. ‘The upset price is not stated in the ‘‘ Gaceta,” but 
a provisional deposit of 4,440 pesetas, or about 1311., is required 
to qualify any tender, from which it may be calculated that the 
value of the contract is in the neighbourhood of 88,800 pesetas, or 
about 2,6201. 

The “ Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA. 


The ‘“ Diario do Governo” of 22nd inst. contains a notice to the 
Gieteont 2 effect that, no tender having been accepted of 
aoe ud those presented on 19th instant for the con- 

Pier C aon struction of a metal pier to be used as a quay 
er vonstruction, i, the harbour of Sad Thomé (see “ Board of 


Trade Journal” of 17th ult., p. 103, also that of 6th February last, 
p. 250), tenders are again asked for, which will be opened at 
1 p.m. on 9th prox. 
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ITALY. 


The Board of Trade have esse through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a notice issued by the Direction- 
General of the Royal Spezia (ltaly), 
: calling for tenders for the supply of 3,450 large 
and 5,000 small coal-sacks of jute, of a total estimated value of 
39,770 lire, for the use of the Royal Arsenals at Spezia, Naples, 
Venice, and Taranto. Tenders must be received by the 2nd June. 
A translation of the notice and of the specification may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ROUMANIA. 


According to the “Journal” of the Constantinople Chamber of 
Commerce of 17th inst., the Turkish Consul at 

Carpets. Jassy, in a report to his Government, says that 
there is an important opening for the sale of 

carpets in that country in consequence of the rigorous winters 
there. The Consul goes on to say that Turkish manufacturers 
have hitherto been unable to place their products on the 
Roumanian market owing to their superiority in quality over 
carpets manufactured in other countries, and to the fact that the 
purchasing power of the Roumanian peasant is somewhat limited. 

With a view to remedying this state of affairs the Consul 
recommends the adoption of the following measures :— 

1. To induce manufacturers of Turkish carpets to produce 
inferior qualities suitable to the meagre resources of the Roumanian 
population in general. 

2. To establish sample museums of Turkish carpets in 


Roumania. 


ASIATIC TURKEY. 
The Acting British Vice-Consul at Van reports that cutlery, 
agricultural implements and carpenters’ tools 
Hardware. would find a sale there, although the beginnings 
might be small. At present these goods come 
from Austria-Hungary and Germany; and frequent complaints are 
heard as to their quality. 


The same countries supply goloshes of poor quality. During 
. the past winter there was great discontent 
India Rubber these articles frequently split the first time 
Goods. they were used. Several merchants declared 


that they would purchase in the United Kingdom next winter. 
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At present goloshes are sold at about 3s. 4d. a pair, but a slightly 
higher price would be paid for a reliable article. 

Mackintoshes could probably be sold in greater numbers. They 
should be provided with a hood to envelop the fez in wet weather. 


There would seem to be an opening for bicycles, as the conditions 
are particularly favourable. The very great 
Bicycles. majority of the population reside inthe gardens 
which run east from the city, where are the 
bazaars and public offices, for several miles, and go to and fro 
every day to their business. There are two good macadamised 
roads which connect the city and the gardens. Several bicycles 
have recently been introduced by private individuals, and one or 
two merchants have made enquiries with a view to importing some 
as a speculation. The machines, as long as they are strong and 
moderate in price, need not be of the very latest pattern. 


Fancy goods, such as perfumes and scented soaps, would pro- 
bably have a ready sale among Turkish women. 

Fancy Goods. Rich Kurds are also wont, it is said, to buy 

such things for their women kind. 

The British Vice-Consul at Bitlis reports that to a certain 
extent a supply of modern articles in that country can create a 
demand. Only within the last year American pumps and_ bicycles 
have been introduced into the vilayet of Mamuret-ul-Aziz (Khar- 
put), and there, too, in spite of the poverty and prejudices of the 
inhabitants, there may be small openings for such “ necessaries ” 
as the following :— 


Fanning mills, iron ploughs, and other simple agricultural 
appliances and implements; saws and other 


tools; stone Saws ; paint; locks 
Paint, and Seeds. (those supplied being of inferior make, are 


always out of repair); coffee mills, provided with 
screws or clamps for fastening to a table; cooking stoves of the 
simplest construction; watches and clocks (the very cheapest are 
perhaps not the best for that place, for they soon get out of repair) ; 
spectacles; scissors, knives, pins, needles, crochet needles, &c. 
Flower and vegetable seeds might be tried to a greater extent. 
The vegetables mostly grown in the district are turnips, cabbages, 
potatoes, melons, water melons, onions, tomatoes, cucumbers, egg- 
plant, and beans. 


The British, Vice-Consul at Diarbekir reports that the value of 
imports of hardware from France, Germany, 

Hardware. and Austria to that province amounted to 
about 27,000/. in 1901 as in 1900. British- 

made articles in this class of goods might be able to compete. 
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A large quantity of the native Aleppo made soap is used at 

Diarbekir ; it is neither good nor cheap, and 

Soap. there would certainly appear to be an opening 

for the introduction of British soaps into the 

country. It must, however, be borne in mind that the natives 

have their own ideas as to what constitutes a good soap, and are 

most particular about its degree of hardness, colour, &c. To find 

a large sale the kind of soap sent to that country must be adapted 

to local requirements, and must be energetically pushed by local 

agents. An experiment in this direction is being tried at Sivas. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,792.) 


LIBERIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of the Acts passed by the Legislature of 
Steam Gunboat. the Republic of Liberia during the session of 
1901-02, in which the following resolution by 
the Senate and House of Representatives appears :— 

Section 1. That the President is hereby empowered and 
authorized to negotiate through the proper department to procure 
a suitable steam gunboat for the protection of the revenue, trade, 
and traffic on the coast. 

Section 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury is authorized 
under the direction of the President to pay for the above-men- 
tioned gunboat a sum not more than 60,000 dols. out of any 
monies not otherwise appropriated. 

Section 3. That the name of the proposed gunboat shall be 
“ Sanquine,” and she must not be less than 250 nor more than 300 
tons register. 

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. Approved 13th 
January, 1902. 


BRAZIL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Tenders for Port COPY. of a Decree issued by the Brazilian 
~ sacle Minister for Industry and Public Works on the 
dean at Recife 22nd inst., inviting tenders within 90 days for 
* the construction of improvement works at the 
Port of Recife (Pernambuco). A copy of the Decree (in the 
original Portuguese) stating the works to be constructed, and 
the conditions to be complied with by parties tendering, may be 
seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 
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The United States Consul at Para, in a report dated 7th April 
last, states that about two years ago a local 
company was organised to establish and work 
a brewery in Para, A large modern building 
was erected and a complete outfit of first-class machinery pur- 
chased. Then came the financial crisis and the company failed. 
The machinery and plant lie on the docks in Para, where they 
were landed, and the building stands idle. The fixtures, machi- 
nery, building, and all the other holdings of the company can, 
says the Consul, now be purchased for about a tenth of the cost. 
A quantity of beer is consumed in Para, and it could be increased 
if the price were made less prohibitive. ‘The Consul adds that 
he has been semi-officially informed that the city municipality of 
Para is ready to place a tax on Rio beer in favour of the local 
product, if any responsible company will take charge of the Para 
brewery. 


Opening for a 
Brewery in Para. 


ARGENTINA. 

The British Vice-Consul at Rosario reports that the Rosario fire 
, ‘ brigade may shortly undergo reorganisation, 
ee equipment. ‘Those interested would do well to 
communicate with the proper authorities, who are interested in 
bringing the brigade to the best possible standard of efficiency. 
Inquiries chould be addressed to Octavio Grandoli, Esq., Gefe 
Politico, Rosario de Santa Fé, Argentine Republic. (Foreign 

Office, Annual Series, 2,793.) 


JAPAN. 

A report, dated 17th March last, by the United States Consul at 
Nagasaki, states that it is likely that a cheap 
Automobiles. automobile, holding one person, to take the 
place of the jinrikisha (made of the same 
width), would find a ready sale in Japan. There were, on the Ist 
of April, 1901, 206,848 jinrikishas in use in the Empire, 193,249 

being made for seating one person, and 17,339 for two. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


RUSSIA. 

The French Consul-General at Moscow, in a report published in the 
“ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 22nd inst., 
says that a Committee is being rycen = 
. city to organise an International Exhibition o 
Architecture and Industrial Arta, ‘The exhibi- 

* tion, it is said, will be opened in October next, 
and will remain open for several months. 


International 
Exhibition of 
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PROCLAMATIONS RELATING TO LETTERS PATENTT' 
FOR INVENTIONS AND THE REGISTRATION OF 
TRADE MARKS IN THE TRANSVAAL. 


The Transvaal “‘ Government Gazette” of 18th ult. publishes the 
text of a Proclamation by His Excellency the Administrator of the 
Transvaal to alter and amend the Law relating to Letters Patent 
for inventions. This Proclamation came into operation on the 
lst May. 

The “ Gazette ” containing the Proclamation, which includes also 
a list of the fees payable in connection with Letters Patent, may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The same issue of the “Gazette” contains a further Proclamation 
to amend the Law relating to the registration of trade marks in the 
Transvaal, which is to take effect from Ist May. 

The text of the Proclamation, which is too long to quote in 
extenso, may be seen by persons interested on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 


BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Dar-al-Baida.— H.M. Consul at Dar-al-Baida, in his recent report 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,791), states that it is still neces- 
sary to impress upon British merchants the fact that the people 
of Morocco live literally from hand to mouth. They have no 
reserves. They purchase to the extreme extent of their resources, 
which consist of what they can produce from the soil within the 
zone near the coast. The reason the area of production is limited 
is because there are no railways or good roads, so all produce is 
transported on camels or mules, and there is hardly a single article 
which is of sufficient value in itself to bear the cost of transport in 
addition to the export duties and freight. Under these circum- 
stances it cannot be good business to push goods on the Moors. 

The bulk of imports consists of the barest necessaries of existence, 
the cheapest cotton goods for raiment, and the most inexpensive 
qualities of green tea, loaf sugar, and candles. 

British merchants, who have not already experience of doing 
business in Morocco, should on no account send their goods to that 
country until they have received payment for them. 

Permission has been granted for the exportation of potatoes, 
tomatoes, onions, green peas, bananas, and pumpkins on payment 
of an export duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem. It will take some 
time before the trade in these articles is developed, but they should 
prove eventually a valuable addition to the producing power of the 
population. 
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It has also been decreed that barley and wheat may be exported 
for an unlimited period. The Moorish Government reserve to 
themselves the right of cancelling the permission on giving 90 
days’ notice. This is of immediate as well as future advantage to 
commerce, as the barley crop rarely fails. . 

The commercial potentialities of the country are considerable, 
but for their realisation they await the construction of roads and 
light railways. 

Mogador.—The British Vice-Consul at Mogador, in his recently 
issued report, writes as follows :—‘‘ Home firms are again referred 
to the advice given in last year’s report to select agents who are 
British subjects or persons under British jurisdiction. Local 
agents should always be persons of well-known business ante- 
cedents, who can be relied on to give their principals good local 
information, A disastrous failure occurred in 1901 in which the 
creditors are all British firms. Credit should not be given to 
native Jews, and British firms cannot be too particular in this 
respect in their own interests unless they, whether Moors or Jews, 
have property and can give guarantee or security for payment. 

“Tt should be remembered that by the Convention of Madrid of 
1880, Article XI, ‘the title to property shall be subject to the 
forms prescribed by the laws of the country ; any question that 
may arise concerning this right shall be decided according to the 
same laws.’ In cases of mortgages, transfers, sales, &c., of property, 
the assistance of the British Consulate should be enlisted to obtain 
from the Moorish authorities the necessary orders to the notaries 
to draw up the documents, according to the provisions of the 
treaty, to guard against disputes to title afterwards.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,791.) 

Rosario—The British Vice-Consul at Rosario reports that 
merchants should have little difficulty in securing the services 
of reliable agents at that port, as there are many brokers estab- 
lished there, possessing a good knowledge of the market, who 
would represent them if suitable terms could be mutually arranged. 
H.M. Consul will be pleased to furnish parties interested with the 
names of these brokers. 

It may again be mentioned that price lists, unless printed in 
the Spanish language, are practically worthless; prices and 


measurements should be quoted in the decimal system. 

Merchants and their agents are advised that samples of 
merchandise, subject to a deposit in the Custom-house in 
accordance with their value, may be introduced free of duty, and 
this should afford an opportunity of bringing British manufactures 
under the direct notice of the purchasers in that market. The 
deposit exacted may be reclaimed should the samples be re-shipped. 

The Vice-Consul adds :—‘“ Merchants would do well to note the 
advice in last year’s report, and avail themselves of the security 


I 
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offered to them by the Argentine Government for the protection 

of their interests, by the registration in this country of their trade 

marks, particularly for the following classes of goods :—Mineral 

_ perfumes, tobacco, cigars, sauces, pickles, spirits, liqueurs, 

“Those desirous of advertising in the local papers could readily 
arrange to do so, but for many reasons an agent on the spot to 
treat with intending purchasers would be preferable.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,793.) 

Note.—For information as to the present condition of the 
country see p. 416. 


Diarbekir.—The British Vice-Consul at Diarbekir reports that 
there is no direct trade between Diarbekir and the United 
Kingdom. Merchants obtain what they require from Aleppo and 
Constantinople, principally the former. This is the time-honoured 
manner of doing business in those parts, and is perhaps the natural 
outcome of local conditions, but a departure from it in some cases, 
and with due precautions, might possibly be made with advantage 
to all concerned. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,792.) 


Elba—The British Vice-Consul at Elba in his recent report 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,801), writes as follows respecting 
the demand for British goods in that island :— 

“The inhabitants of Elba, generally speaking, but especially the 
wealthy, make use of British goods. From woollen materials 
down to the smallest knick-knacks for personal and domestic use, 
it is the United Kingdom that provides everything through the 
nearest great centres of the mainland: Leghorn, Florence, Genoa, 
Rome. It is impossible, for the present, considering the small 
size of the place and the lack of British subjects who do so much 
to promote the use of their country’s produce, for local trades- 
people, with their diminutive shops, to enter into direct relation 
with British manufactories for the articles they require.” 

“The produce of any nation is chiefly dependent on the efforts 
of its own people for its introduction abroad. Of this we have a 
striking example in the building of the blast furnaces, which 
give evidence of a predominating Belgian element. What was 
required for their construction has come in great part from 
Belgium ; the United Kingdom, France, and Italy only perhaps 
contributing some speciality which they could not well do 
without.” 

“T am therefore more and more convinced of the need, which I 
have alluded to on other occasions, for enterprising commercial 
travellers, who should, on approaching little towns like those of 
Elba, know how to get hold of their trade, and to supply it from 
one or more centres where British goods most in demand for 
such a population may be most easily and inexpensively stored.” 
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AGRICULTURAL AND MINING MACHINERY AND 
IMPLEMENTS IN PERU. 


_A despatch dated 31st March has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Consul-General at Callao, transmitting a report 
on the agricultural and mining machinery and implements 
ae into Peru, from which the following particulars are 
taken :— 

With the exception of ploughs, few agricultural implements are 
made in Peru. The ploughs used in inland provinces are usually 
made by native blacksmiths, and are of the most primitive kind. 
The coast belt is planted with sugar cane, rice, cotton, maize, 
beans, &c., for the cultivation of which, machinery and implements 
are imported. Sugar-grinding machinery and distilling apparatus 
are also imported to some extent, but stills are also made in Lima 
and Callao. 

Steam engines and boilers—These come from the United 
Kingdom, the United States, France, and Germany. For engines 
of more than 25 h.p., those of English manufacture are preferred. 
The smaller engines are mostly supplied by the United States. 

Electric plant.— A German firm advertise largely, but the extent 
of their business is not of any importance so far. 

Pumping machinery of various kinds is imported from the United 
Kingdom and the United States, but principally from the latter 
country. 

Steam thrashing machines and corn-grinding mills mostly come 
from the United States. 

Reapers and mowers.—Few of these machines are imported now, 
but those that are in use were chiefly made by an American firm. 

Ploughs, single, double and riding.—Steam ploughs come almost 
exclusively from England. The importation of other kinds of 
ploughs is chiefly from the United States. 

Cane-grinding machinery and distillery apparatus—These are 
mostly supplied by British firms, but also by one French firm, one 
German firm and a few American firms. 

Portable railways and waggons.—Most of this plant is supplied 
by a French firm. Cane waggons are also supplied on a small 
scale by English, German and American firms. 

Sawing machinery is not imported to any great extent. It is 
supplied by American and German firms. 

Lubricating oil for machinery is largely imported from the 
United States. 

Mostly all makers of English, American, German and French 
machinery are well represented in the country, and whenever a 
new or special machine or implement is required all possible 
information can be obtained easily and without delay. 

As regards the introduction of machinery to purchasers, the 
Consul-General thinks there is no doubt that foreign manufacturers 
adopt more effective methods of placing the merits of their 
products before the public than is the custom with British firms. 
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German firms especially advertise freely and send out highly com- 
petent travellers, who are thoroughly acquainted with the language 
of the country. American firms supply catalogues, not only with 
designs and prices, but also with discounts. These catalogues are 
sent to houses of standing only. 

There is in Lima a permanent exhibition of machinery for 
industrial purposes {and manufactured products.* No charge is 
made for the space allotted to exhibitors. Dutiable goods are 
exempt from payment of duty for six months, and this period may 
be extended. All machinery for agricultural and mining purposes 
is free of duty. The Consul-General adds that few manufacturers 
have availed themselves of the facilities above referred to. 


JAPANESE SUBSIDISED STEAMERS IN CHINESE 
WATERS. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a translation of certain provisions, passed by the Japanese 
Diet in its recent session, relating to the issue of a Government 
subsidy to be granted to a Japanese Steamship Company to be 
formed for the purpose of engaging in navigation on the Hunan 
route, China. The capital of the company is fixed at 153,1241., 
and the Government guarantees interest at the rate of 6 per cent. 
on the amount paid up for five years on certain specified conditions. 
It is understood that Hankow will be the starting-point of the line, 
and that the route will be thence to Changsha, vid Yochow, and 
again on to Siangtan. 

The following are the provisions referred to :— 

“A contract may be entered into with the Hunan Steamship 
Joint Stock Company, for the grant of a subsidy for the space of 
five full years, reckoning from the date of the establishment of the 
- Company, upon the following conditions :— 

“The Company shall engage in navigation on the Hunan route 
with not less than three steamers, and shall make proper arrange- 
ments for the discharge of cargo at places determined by the 
Government. 

“The Company shall determine the qualifications and construction 
of the vessels employed, the places of departure and arrival, and 
ports of call, with the consent of the Government. 

“The Government may, on granting a suitable sum by way of 
compensation, make use of the vessels employed on this route, and 
their crews, for the public service. 

“The Company shall determine passage-money and freight with - 
the consent of the Government. 

“The capital (total) of the Company shall be 1,500,000 yen 
(153,1241.), and interest at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum upon 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal” for 18th January, 1900, pp. 138-9. 
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the amount paid up (excepting where the amount paid up exceeds 
the face value) shall be granted prior to the commencement of opera- 
tions (upon the amount paid up after registration of establishment 
the grant shall take effect from the month after the registration of 
such payment); and after the commencement of operations (this 
applies also when operations are partially commenced) the Govern- 
ment shall, when the profits of the Company do not reach 6 per 
cent. per annum, make good any deficiency up to that amount. 
These grants shall be given during the five years, reckoning from 
the registration of the establishment of the Company. 

“The amount of interest granted shall, under all circumstances, 
be limited to an amount equivalent to 6 per cent. per annum of 
the total amount paid up (excepting where the amount paid up 
exceeds the face value). 

**'fhe Company shall determine provisions relating to accounts 
with the consent of the Government. 

“If the Company does not commence work within six months 
from its establishment, stops its work, or contravenes the obligations 
determined in the Government order, the grant of interest may be 

suspended or discontinued, according to circumstances.” 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE DANUBE IN 1901. 


According to a report by the Turkish Consul-General at Galatz, 
published in the Journal of the Constantinople Chamber of Com- 
merce of 5th ult., the total number of vessels that left the River 
Danube during the year 1901 was 1,411, with a registered tonnage 
of 1,830,002 tons. The average tonnage in 1901 was therefore 
1,297 tons, which surpasses the average of the preceding year by 
159 tons. 

The British flag occupies the first place on the Danube with 
461 steamers, aggregating 804,304 tons. The Greek flag comes 
next with 233 sailing vessels and steamers, with a total tonnage of 
324,965 tons, followed by the Austro-Hungarian flag with 130 
steamers and 218,687 tons, the Italian flag with 98 steamers and 
149,549 tons, the Russian flag with 138 vessels and 78,252 tons, 
and lastly, the Turkish flag with 200 vessels aggregating 57,205 
tons. As regards the last named, scarcely ten years ago Turkish 
shipping on the Lower Danube shared the third place in order of 
tonnage with the Austro-Hungarian flag. The tonnage of vessels 
under the latter flag has, however, tripled itself during that period. 
The progress made by Italian shipping on the Danube is equally 
worthy of note, as within the space of ten years it has almost 
doubled. 

Of the 1,411 vessels that left the Danube last year, 1,074 with a 
registered tonnage of 1,289,675 were able to load completely in 
ports situated up the river above Sulina without having to finish 
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loading in the roadstead. The number of vessels that loaded in 
Sulina was 329 of a total capacity of 522,977 tons. Of these 
latter, eight vessels with an aggregate tonnage of 17,350 tons 
were obliged to complete their loading in the roadstead. 

Five shipping companies continue to maintain weekly services 
between the Danube, Constantinople, Odessa, and Batoum in spite 
of the competition of and the facilities afforded by the port of 
Kustendjie. The steamers of these companies have made 219 
voyages to the Danube during the last campaign. Of this total 
the boats of the Turkish Courtgi company account for 30 voyages. 
In spite of their modest capacity, the steamers of this company 
compete with the Austrian-Lloyd boats in maintaining com- 
munication between the Danube, Constantinople, and the ports of 
the Archipelago. 

The shipping dues collected at Sulina from vessels leaving the 
Danube amounted, in 1901, to 103,510/, This amount is the 
largest collected by the European Commission of the Danube after 
those of 1893 (115,8871.), and 1896 (103,9771.). The sum of 
103,5107. was paid by 1,279 sea-going vessels, representing a 
taxable total 1,815,061 register tons; 131 sea-going vessels of 
a tonnage of less than 201 tons aggregating altogether 14,941 
tons, left the river without paying any shipping dues. 

The receipts realised by the European Commission of the 
Danube last year are said to be due to the extraordinary yield of 
the Roumanian crops in the last campaign and to the active 
exportation thereof which followed. 

In 1901, 2,603,105 tons of cargo were exported through the 
mouth of the Danube, consisting of 37,490,028 hectols. of 
different kinds of cereals, 1,373,620 kilogs. of peas, 20,719,951 
kilogs. of flours, 14,784,934 kilogs. of ‘“repasse” (a coarse flour 
with bran), 184,227 kilogs. of cheese, 5,387,526 kilogs. of sugar, 
1,935,129 planks, 216,868 metric centners of building timber, 
and 3,614,033 kilogs. of oak, &e. 

The exportation of cereals by way of the Danube in 1901 
surpassed that of the preceding year by nearly 1,000,000 tons. 
This vast difference is largely due to the increased export of maize, 
the total for 1901 being 1,175,986 tons as compared with 422,193 
tons in 1900. 

As regards imports, the Consul-General says that the European 
Commission have no particulars at their disposal which would 
enable them to give statistics of the merchandise imported through 
the mouth of the Danube, but the following figures are given as 
showing the of coal and imported in 1901 :— 


English coal . 95,273 tons 
German ,, ... 41,934 ,, 
Russian ,, ... 10, 
Turkish ,, ... 1,704 ,, 


Russian petroleum... su 204, 265 kilogs. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 
With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 478 of the 
* Journal” for the 29th August last, relative to 
fay ay the Import Duty leviable in the United King- 
in § dom on certain articles containing sugar, the 
yrup. Board of Trade have now received a copy of a 
General Order (No. 33 of 1902), recently issued by the Com- 
missioners of H.M. Customs for the guidance of their officers and 
others, stating that the duty on green figs in syrup is to be 
assessed at the rate of 7s. per cwt. on the weight of the figs (with- 
out squeezing out the contained syrup); and, in respect of the 
syrup, according to its rating, viz., ls. per cwt. if thin, and 3s. 
per cwt. if thick syrup. 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 


The Board of Trade have received information to the effect that 
. the Canadian Minister of Customs has recently 
suiaieen ae issued an Order providing for the free importa- 
>” tion into the Dominion of Canada, under the 
heading of Tariff item No. 525, of the following articles :— 
“Split pearls (so called) or pearls with the waste or worthless 
“parts cut off, but not polished, set, pierced, or otherwise 
“manufactured.” 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ Commonwealth of 
: Australia Gazette,” for 11th April last, which 
eae — contains a copy of a Customs rian, dated 
eine ye 8th April, 1902, whereby the following minor 
‘articles are admitted for use in the manu- 
facture of goods within the Commonwealth, free of duty :— 
Manufacture of apparel. 
Brace fittings (metal). 
Manufacture of boots and shoes. 
Heel seat pieces of leather, one inch and under in width. 
Stiffeners (paper). 
Manufacture of furniture. 


Book-case studs. 

Castors. 

Cupboard turns and catches. 

Desk stays, 

Handles—brass drawer and wardrobe. 
Hinges—butt. 

Looking-glass movements. 
Nails—fancy. 


| 
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Manufactures of metals. 
Rail ball knobs or buttons for bedsteads. 
Stamped and spun mounts for bedsteads, viz. : 
Vases, tops, husks, middles, spindles, tees, caps, tips, roses, 
and rosettes. 
Vases, spun or stamped, for fenders. 


Manufacture of vehicles. 

Anti-rattlers (except india-rubber). 

Bands, nave (except plated and mixed metal). 

Burrs, iron. 

Conductors, water. 

Hinges, concealed and butt. 

Joints, concealed. 

Lace, broad, seaming and pasting. 

Malleable cast hubs used in the manufacture of children’s cycles 
and perambulators. 

Staples, breeching. 


Miscellaneous manufactures. 
Bookbinders’ clasps and corners for books. 
Bucket ears. 
Metal edging and studs for riveting boxes. 
Purses, metal mounts for (except gold or silver). 


ST. VINCENT. 


The Board of ae have received from the Colonial Secretary at 
: t. Vincent, a copy of a Proclamation, dated 
10th April, 1902. totally prohibiting, until 
Porto Rico further notice, the importation of cattle and 
Prohibited all other live-stock from the Island of Porto 
, Rico, in consequence of the prevalence of 

glanders, into the Colony of St. Vincent. 


CYPRUS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Proclamation issued 
by the High Commissioner on 29th March last, 
it that, from. Ist 
imal @. April, 1902, the additional duty of 3 copper 
Tumbeki under P!28tes (4d.) per oke (2°8 lbs.) imposed by the 
elnens Saw Tobacco Law of 1897 upon “tumbeki” on 
1897.‘ mportation into Cyprus shall cease to be levied 

and collected. 
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RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


According to the “ Journal de St. Petersbourg” of 2nd/15th inst., 
the Russian Minister of Finance, acting in 


"ee concert with the Governor-General of the Amur 
a territory, has established the Customs posts of 


Blagovestchensk at Pogranitchnaia Station on 
the Chinese-Eastern Railway, and at Lu-Ha-Susu situated at the 
mouth of the Sungari. 


BELGIUM. 


The “ Moniteur Belge” for the 13th inst. contains the text of a 

Tariff Ministerial Decree, according to which the 

ChedetRentien undermentioned articles are, from the Ist prox., 

* to be dutiable at the rate of 5 per cent. 

al valorem on importation into Belgium, as “miscellaneous 

articles for use in industry ”:—Buckles of copper, pinchbeck, or 

iron tinned or varnished, double-buttons, and other small 

accessories of tinned or varnished iron, intended for the com- 

pletion of haversacks, haversack-straps, sword-belts, &c., for 
military accoutrements. 


FRANCE—MARTINIQUE. 


The French “ Journal Officiel ” for the 7th inst. contains the text 

Siete of certain Presidential Decrees affecting the 

‘iiipeutiids Customs Tariff of Martinique. By these Decrees 

: i.) the consumption tax on spirits is increased 

to 100 francs per hectol. (3s. 73d. per gallon) of absolute alcohol, 

and (ii.) the export duty on molasses is reduced to 50 centimes per 
100 kilogs. (2$d. per cwt.) with a surtax of 10 per cent. 


FRANCE—GUADALOUPE. 


The French “ Journal Officiel” for the 7th inst. contains the text 

‘ of two Presidential Decrees sanctioning the 

veer aaa following Tariff of Export Duties for Gua- 
daloupe :— 


Sugar, 1 franc 20 centimes per 100 kilogs. (6d. per cwt.). 

Rum and tafia, 30 centimes per hectol. ($d. per gallon). 

Molasses, 10 centimes per hectol. (#sd. per gallon). 

Logwood, 25 centimes per 100 kilogs. (1}d. per cwt.). 

Annatto, 1 franc per 100 kilogs. (43%d. per cwt.). 

Neutral spirits, manufactured in Guadaloupe, 1 franc 32 centimes 
per hectol. (4d. per gallon). 
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A further Decree, appearing in the same publication, raises from 

tenn 4 to 5 the “décimes additionels” leviable on the 

Pal principal of the consumption tax payable in 

Guadaloupe on spirits, the whole consumption 

tax payable being thus 1 franc 50 centimes per litre (5s. 5d. per 
gallon) of absolute alcohol. 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 546-7 of the 
* Journal” for the; 6th June, 1901, on the 
— subject of the Customs treatment in Spanish 
on Ports of provisions carried for consumption on 
Tenntie tradi board of vessels trading with Spain, the Board 
€ of Trade have now received, through the 
Foreign Office, a copy of a memorandum on 
the same subject, which has been prepared at H.M. Embassy 
at Madrid. This memorandum substantially repeats the infor- 
mation given in the above-mentioned notice, with certain modifi- 
cations and additions (principally due to the issue of a further 
Spanish Royal Order on the 27th November last), the chief of 
which are as follows :— 

(i.) Foreign vessels which on concluding their discharge at a 
Spanish port proceed to another Spanish port to take in cargo or 
for coasting trade, are subject to the same regulations as vessels 
making regular periodical voyages. 

(ii.) Transatlantic mail steamers which only call at Spanish 
ports for a few hours to take up passengers, are exempted from 
the provision which requires calling vessels to have their stores 
put under seal. 

(iii.) Spirits, candles, and other stores (excluding sugar) are 
exempted from the regulations respecting ships’ stores when they 
are known to be of national origin. The quantities of tea, pre- 
serves, and fine liquors allowed for consumption on board vessels 
in Spanish waters, have also been increased. 

(iv.) When a vessel has concluded her voyage of importation 
and has remaining on board provisions in excess of the quantity 
allotted at the first port of entry, duty will be leviable on the 
excess if the vessel has not carried out the itinerary which served 
as the basis of calculation, or does not sail direct for some foreign 
country. 

The memorandum in full may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m, 


with Spain. 


> 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


‘he following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
of the Customs Tariff of the United States, 

Customs Decisions. which have recently been issued by the 
Treasury Department at Washington, for the 

guidance of United States Customs officers and others :— 

Surgical instruments for hospitals—A hospital with incidental 
educational features, such as the training of nurses and the 
instruction of medical students, is not an “ institution incorporated 
or established solely for educational purposes,” nor a “college, 
academy, school, or seminary of learning,” within the meaning of 
paragraph 638 of the Tariff. Surgical instruments or other 
articles imported by such a hospital for its use are, therefore, not 
entitled to admission free of duty. 


Zine dust.—Zine dust, or indigo auxiliary, is free of duty under 
paragraph 482 of the Tariff, as ‘‘an article in a crude state used in 
dyeing, not specially provided for.” 

Sulphide of antimony.—The product of antimony ore produced 
by removing the gangue or slag by heat is the crudest form of 
sulphide of antimony known to commerce and is entitled to free 
entry under the provisions of paragraph 476 of the Tariff. 

Wearing apparel and silk embroideries—Silk embroideries and 
silk wearing apparel, whether or not embroidered with silk, are 
dutiable at the rate of 60 per cent. ad valorem under the 
appropriate provisions of paragraph 390 of the Tariff, and not at 
the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem as “manufactures of silk” 
under the provisions of paragraph 391. 

Strung metal beads.—Metal beads strung are not dutiable as 
articles composed of beads, but are dutiable at the rate of 45 per 
cent. ad valorem under paragraph 193 of the Tariff as manufactures 


of metal. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
The Argentine “ — ” for the last 
the text of a Decree modifying the regulations 
—— ‘with regard to the internal taxation of tobacco 
: in the Argentine Republic. From this Decree 
it appears that imported cigars, cigarettes, and manufactured 
tobacco are to pay the internal duty leviable thereon according to 
a valuation to be fixed at intervals of three months by a commission 
nominated by the Executive and consisting of two officers of the 
Internal Revenue Department and two merchants, presided over 
by the Administrator-General of the Internal Revenue Depart- 
ment. If at the end of any quarter no modification of the valua- 
tion is announced, it is to be uvderstood that the previous valua- 


tion remains in force. 


q 
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GUATEMALA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 445-7 of the 
“ Journal” for October, 1898, relative to the 


Part-Payment of 9. ment in gold of a ortion of the import 
Import Duties }%Y 8 P P 
“ Gold duties leviable in Guatemala, the Board of 


Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a copy of a telegram from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires in 
Guatemala, stating that from the lst June next 30 per cent. of the 
import duties is to be paid in actual gold or drafts, and not, as 
heretofore, in local currency at an official rate of exchange. Yarns, 
flour, wheat, and hoes will, however, continue to pay duty, as 
hitherto, i.e., 10 per cent. of the duty will be paid at the current 
rate of premium on gold. 


LIBERIA, 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 357-8 of last 

Tariff week’s “Journal” on the subject of the 

Modifications Customs Tariff of Liberia, the Board of Trade 

* have now received, through the Foreign Office, 

a copy of an Act of the Liberian Legislature passed in the Session 

1901-2, modifying the Tariff as already published in the following 

particulars. These modifications have been in force since the 
24th January last :— 

Cigars are to be dutiable at the rate of 12} per cent. ad valorem, 
instead of 1 cent each. 

Beer and claret wine are to be dutiable at the rate of 37 cents 
(instead of 50 cents and 1 dollar respectively) per gallon; and 
lemonade and ginger ale, previously dutiable at 124 per cent. 
ad valorem, are also to pay 37 cents per gallon. 

Agricultural implements, musical instruments, tools, and sewing 
machines, are henceforth only to be free of duty when imported by 
a citizen for his personal use, and not for sale ; otherwise they will 
be dutiable at the rate of 124 per cent. ad valorem, even if only in 
transit. The duty on these articles (as also on cigars) is to be 
paid in gold and silver coin. 
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AUSTRALIA. 


A supplement to the “ Government Gazette” of Western Australia 
en dated 15th ult. has been received at the Board 
rena ke of Trade. This contains the classification, rates 

— West and general regulations for the conveyance of 

aetna merchandise, live-stock, passengers and parcels 


2 oe ‘ on the West Australian Government Railways. 
~~ The above may be seen at the Commercial 
ae Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 


Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 


DENMARK—FRANCE. 


With reference to the notice on p. 35 of the “Board of Trade 
. Journal” of 4th January, 1900, respecting a 
Danish-Russian Line to. the 
Stems to the East, a despatch, dated 12th inst., has been 
Far East received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
; Legation at Copenhagen reporting that the 
French Shipping Company, “ La Société des vapeurs de Charge,” 
are now also establishing an East Asiatic Company, on the Board 
of which the Danish East Asiatic Steamship Company will be 
strongly represented and in which a considerable amount of Danish 
capital will be invested. 

It is stated that the object of the new company, which is styled 
“Est Asiatique Francais,” is to run a regular line of steamers 
between Copenhagen, Antwerp, Dunkirk, Marseilles, Singapore, 
Port Arthur and Vladivostock, and that the Danish Company will 
act as the agents both in Copenhagen and the {Hast Asiatic ports. 

The French Company has already purchased from the Danish 
Company the “ Annam,” a steamship with a carrying capacity of 
7,000 tons, and orders have been given for the construction in 
France of three other steamers of similar tonnage. It is reported 
that a subsidy will be granted by the French Government to the 
new line. H.M. Minister adds that the arrangement is evidently 
a further attempt to enable the free port of Copenhagen to compete 
with Hamburg as regards the Baltic carrying trade. 
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NETHERLANDS. 


A report, dated 14th ult., by the French Consul-General at Rotter- 
—_ dam states that according to statistics prepared 
by the Dutch Custom-house at the frontier town 
1901 of Lobith, and published in the Netherlands 

Journal Officiel,” the movement of merchandise 


transported on the Rhine destined for Holland or of Dutch origin 
amounted in 1901 to 13,086,377 tons (4,542,968 tons entered and 
8,543,409 tons cleared). 

This total was divided as follows among the different ports :— 


— Entered. Cleared. Total, 1901. Total, 1900. 
| 
Tons.* Tons.* Tons.* | Tons.* 

Rotterdam ... 875,054 | 6,860,253 7,735,807 || 7,845,544 
Amsterdam ... 160,693 275,145 435,838 | 446,837 
Dordrecht... ose 85,740 40,215 126,055 170,796 
Nimégue = — 138,973 855 139,828 119,046 
... 18,592 3 18,595 20,592 
Gorinchem ... 23,871 23,871 24,678 45 
Arnhem 16,575 449 17,024 16,067 
Other Dutch ports ...| 1,772,807 59,722 1,832,529 | 1,833,027 
Belgian ports... «| 1,450,563 1,306,767 2,757,330 2,605,632 

Totals ... | 4,542,968 8,543,409 13,086,377 13,082,219 


* Tons of 2,204 Ibs. 


ROUMANIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
. copy of a notice, to be issued by the British 
— Vice-Consul at Sulina, respecting loading 
amc charges levied on British shipping at that port, 
as follows :— 

Sulina. It has been thought desirable, in the interests 
of British shipping, to call public attention to a Judgment recently 
delivered by the “‘ Comisar Maritim ” of the port of Sulina in the 
matter of a claim made by the charterers of the steam-ship 
“ Duchess.” 

This vessel was chartered to load at Sulina, and, by the terms 
of the agreement, stevedoring was to be arranged for by the char- 
terers and paid for by the steamer at the rate of 40s. per 1,000 
quarters. 

Upon the completion of the loading of the vessel at Sulina, a 
claim was made of 20s. per 1,000 quarters “for use of elevator,” 
in addition to the price stipulated in the original agreement; and 


| | | 
| 


May 29, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 409 


Shipping and Transport. 


this claim was supported by the plea that, by a custom of the port 
of Sulina, this was a recognized charge leviable over and above the 
contract price for loading and stevedoring. 

The claim was disputed by the master of the s.s. ‘ Duchess,” 
and, on reference to the “‘Comisar Maritim,” Judgment was finally 
delivered by that officer on the 16th (29th) December, 1901, by 
which the claim of the charterers was rejected. 

Ship-masters are warned that, as a general rule, no charge 
should be sanctioned for loading outside that laid down in the 
charter-party or berth memorandum, 

It will be found expedient for ship-masters to request their 
agents to furnish them with a preliminary sketch of the steamer’s 
account a day or two before the completion of the loading of the 
vessel, so as to give time for the examination of the proposed items. 

In all cases of dispute or doubt ship-masters should have 
recourse freely to the assistance of His Majesty’s Vice-Consulate, 
and, if necessary, application will be made to the local authorities 
on their behalf. 

It is important in the public interest that ship-owners, as well 
as ship-masters, should give close scrutiny to accounts, as a further 
examination of the question may bring to light other instances 
where British shipping is prejudiced. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul-General at New York, in his recent report, states 

that the Superintendent of Public Works of 
Traffic on Canals. New York State refers to his report for 1900. 

In this he pointed out that the falling-off in 
traffic on canals was almost wholly traceable to the unsettled policy 
of the State so far as its waterways were concerned, and commenting 
on the little progress made even yet, again urged an early settlement 
by the State of the question whether the canals are to be enlarged 
in accordance with the plans on which action was begun in 1895, 
or in accordance with more recent suggestions, or left to struggle 
with the present adverse conditions. He cites the case of 18 steel 
canal boats which were completed and placed in commission in 
1898, but later were withdrawn and sold to the Philippine 
Transportation and Construction Company. It was admitted that 
the boats earned profits, but they are not to be replaced as the 
returns were meagre, and further, the opinion was expresssed that 
the Erie Canal was likely to prove a failure unless despatch could 
be secured at both New York and Buffalo. The question of 
terminal facilities is one which the superintendent urges upon the 
attention of the Legislature. Another question is that of the use 
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by surface railroads of the bridges over the canals, several bridges 
having been damaged by heavy cars of electric tramways passing 
over them. 

No decision has been taken at present with regard to any of the 
different plans suggested for the improvement of the canals; if 
any of these plans be adopted by the present Legislature, they 
must be submitted to the people at the next general election, and 
if endorsed they must then again be passed by the Legislature. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,781.) : 


LIBERIA. 


The following resolution respecting tonnage and anchorage dues 

+ -_ in Liberian ports was passed by the Senate and 

Pn Du House of Representatives of the Republic dur- 
chorage Mues. ing the Session of 1901-02 :— 

Section 1. That from and after the passage of this Joint Reso- 
lution, all vessels belonging to or calling at any of the ports of this 
Republic shall pay tonnage dues at the rate of 12 cents per ton 
annually ; the tonnage dues shall be paid in two half yearly instal- 
ments of 6 cents each. The anchorage dues 6 dols. for each vessel. 

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. Approved 22nd 
January, 1902. 


at« 
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GREECE. 


A despatch, dated 14th inst., has been received at the Foreign Office 
. from H.M. Consul at Syra, reporting that a 
Tron Mines mine at Mavri Spilia, ios the 
ideas of ‘on owned by Mr. E. M. Kéhayas, a lawyer in the 
* town of Syra, has been worked for some time 
past and produces iron ore containing 52°92 per cent. of mineral 
and 3°82 per cent. of manganese, according to the certificated analysis 
by the chemist employed in the laboratory of the mining company 
at Laurium. 
H.M. Consul adds that the last shipment of ore from this mine 
was for London, on the 7th inst., amounting to 2,400 tons. 
Further details may be obtained by persons interested on 
communicating with the Consul or direct with the owner. 


In a report on the mineral resources of Greece recently issued by 
Mineral the Foreign Office, H.M. Commercial Attaché 

Pcl at Athens writes as follows :— 

: “T have already pointed out that many 
mining concessions in Greece are held by people who do not 
possess the necessary capital for working them, and who are 
trusting to an eventual sale or lease of their rights. These con- 
cessions, then, are practically on the market, and the working of 
many of them might give lucrative results. In addition to indi- 
vidual concession holders of this category, it is worthy of note that 
there is a small syndicate of foreigners in Athens who have of 
recent years made exhaustive researches in connection with the 
various concessions in their hands, and have established an office 
in London for the express purpose of supplying information to 
British capitalists.” 

The report states that labour is very cheap in Greece, and the 

peasant population intelligent and well disposed to foreigners. 
All mines at present working in the country employ native 
labour, and, as far as can be gathered, with most satisfactory 
results. 
- The above-mentioned report contains also a map roughly 
depicting the various known mineral areas in Greece, and showing 
in which of these areas work is already in progress. This map 
has been prepared from trustworthy information supplied through 
the courtesy of Professor Mitsopoulos, Professor of Mineralogy 
at the University of Athens, and is practically illustrated by 
samples of the different ores. These samples* have been selected 
with great care and may be regarded as fair average specimens. 
(Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 576.) 


* Sent to the Museum of Practical Geology. 


| 
| 
| 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Philadelphia, in his recent report states that, 
a generally speaking, foreign trade was of little 
importance to shippers during 
* 1901; none of the openings for American 
bituminous coal abroad, which were so much talked about in 1899 
and 1900, were heard of in 1901. The smallness of the export 
movement was due to several causes ; at the beginning of the year 
ocean freight rates were high enough to prevent new contracts 
being taken for European shipments, but by the end of the year, 
when freights had very much fallen, the demand of the home 
market was so strong that foreign business was not desired. 
English operators also sold coal during the year at considerable 
reduction from the high price of 1900, when so much was heard of 
Americans supplanting British coal in German, French, Italian, 
and Australian ports. As a result, American coal, early in the 
year, was unable to compete with British coal at European ports, 
and the new business done by American shippers was almost 
entirely confined to the West Indies and Central and South 
America. (Foreign Office. Annual Series, 2,798.) 


According to advance statements issued by the Pennsylvania 
Bureau of Mines, and published in the “ Engin- 


dea eering and Mining Journal” (New York) of 
a 10th inst., the production of coal in that State 
‘ during the years 1900 and 1901 was as 
follows :— 
1900. 1991. 
Tons. Tons. 
59,905,951 
130,535,680 140,820,187 


The ‘“ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of 26th ult., 
Investigation of in an article on the investigation of the Mineral 
the Mineral resources of Alaska by the United States 
Selene af Geological Survey, states that the production of 
gold and silver in Alaska during the past year 


Aen. was nearly 8,000,000 dols., while in 1897 it 
was only 2,500,000 dols. The slight falling-off in production 
compared with 1900 is due largely to inactivity in the Nome fields. 

In view of the development of new and the more systematic 
working of old placer fields and exploitation of the recently 
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discovered copper deposits, together with the activity in quartz 
mining in South-eastern Alaska, the rate of increase in the value of 
mineral products during the next five years bids fair to equal that 
of the past five years. The appropriation for the work of the United 
States Geological Survey in the Territory has been increased from 
5,000 dols. in 1897 to 60,000 dols. in 1902. Even this sum, 
however, is small in view of the fact that the area to be mapped, 
both topographic and geologic, includes nearly 600,000 square miles, 
or about one-fifth of the area of the United States. Among the 
more important mineral resources of Alaska are gold, silver, copper, 
lead, zinc, marble, coal, and, possibly, petroleum and tin. The 
deposits of each one of these it is said, should be the subject of 
special investigation, but up to the present, the Geological Survey 
has been able to make only the most general reconnaissances. 

Besides the investigation of regions of known mineral wealth, 
the Geological Survey is attempting the reconnaissance of unexplored 
regions, both for the purpose of obtaining general geographic and 
topographic data, and, if possible, of finding new mineral-producing 
areas. 

As the accessibie timber along the Yukon becomes exhausted 
the coal resources of this region become important. This will be 
the subject of a special investigation by Mr. Arthur J. Collier, who 
will also give attention to such of the placer goldfields as are 
accessible to his route of travel down the Yukon. 


MEXICO. 
According to “ La Tierra de Mexico” for April, the discovery of a 
Reported vast deposit of native copper is reported from 


Llanos, Chihuahua. It is causing much excite- 
ment, and many prospectors are going into the 
country. Many years ago a great quantity of copper ore was 
mined near Llanos, and the dumps of the old mine are said to 
be still valuable. 


Copper Discovery. 


| 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
— from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
¢ the week ended the 24th inst., were as follow :— 
Wheat... oe ons Sls, 6d. 
Barley... 208, 4d. 
For further particulars see p. 422. 


Statements are published on pp. 423-24, showing the quantities of 
;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imports of Agri-. norted into the United Kingdom during the 


cultural Produce. ¥.o1s ended the 17th inst. and 24th inst., as 


well as of the imports during the corresponding weeks of 1901. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade, from 
. the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Canada, stating that the Canadian Government 
have sent Mr. A. G. Hopkins, Veterinary 
—o Quarantine Officer for Canada, to this country, 
to apply the tuberculin test to all cattle over six months old for 
breeding purposes, intended for export from the United Kingdom 
to Canada. All communications regarding the testing of animals 
should be addressed to Mr. Hopkins, at the Canadian Government 
Agency, 52, St. Enoch Square, Glasgow. 


AUSTRALIA. 


According to the “ Pioneer Mail” (Allahabad) of 2nd inst., a small 
: consignment of Kangra Valley tea seed has 
gm ees been sent to the Secretary for Agriculture in 
Australia for experimental cultivation in the 


eastern part of Victoria. 


The Queensland Official Year Book for 1901 says, with regard to 
the tobacco industry of Queensland, that as raw 

—— oad leaf is produced in the State, its manufacture 

veeneneemme into tobacco of commerce is an industry of 
much interest. At present foreign leaf is imported for manufac- 
ture there, the home-grown leaf not being equal to the demand. 

There were, during 1900, six factories making tobacco and cigars, 
giving employment to 243 persons; the capital employed amounted 
to 36,9901. Five of these establishments were situated in the 
metropolitan district, and one at Ipswich. The quantity and value 
of the production for the year was as follows :-— 

Tobacco 612,350 Ibs., of a value of 58,3251.; cigars 1,463 lbs., 
valued at 669/.; cigarettes 28,857 lbs., valued at 8,624/.; and snuff 
176 lbs., of a value of 231. 


Of manufactured tobacco, cigars and cigarettes 834,877 lbs. 
were imported in 1900, and 68,410 lbs. exported, so that the 
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consumption was 1,409,313 lbs. whilst the home manufactured 
article comprised 46 per cent. of the total consumption. 

The raw material required to produce the 642,846 lbs. of tobacco 
manufactured in the Colony was partly produced in Queensland 
and partly imported. The quantity of dried leaf obtained by the 
farmers last year was 451,584 lbs. and unmanufactured article 
imported amounted to 62,020 lbs. and that exported to 1,161 lbs. 
Assuming the results thus obtained to represent the demand of 
dried leaf for the year, the home production equalled 88 per cent. 
of such demand. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


According to “ Agricultural News” of 10th inst., issued by the 
Cotton Imperial Department of Agriculture for the 
Outieaiion. West Indies, cotton cultivation has been almost 
abandoned in those islands during the last 30 
years. The only locality where it has survived is tle small island 
of Carriacou connected with the Colony of Grenada. Experiments 
in growing cotton are being carried on at St. Lucia, Montserrat 
and Antigua. The “ Agricultural News” adds that it would be of 
distinct advantage if a cotton industry could be established in some 
parts of the West Indies. In addition to the cotton itself, cotton 
seed, converted into meal, is valuable for feeding purposes; or, if 
the oil were extracted, the residual cake is good for feeding and 
for manurial purposes. 


The United States Commercial Agent at St. Christopher reports 
West Indian under date of 14th ult. that the shipment of 
Sugar for Canada, 78%" from that island to the United States for 
the first three months of this year is markedly 
less than for the corresponding period of 1901—a decline from 
4,505,578 Ibs. to 4,212,863 lbs. As yet, the shipping season has 
but little more than begun. The grinding season is at its height. 
From a planter’s point of view, the season so far has been almost 
ideal, and the crop is yielding as large returns to the acre of as 
high a test sugar as has been attained for years. 

The decrease in shipments to the United States is due to the fact 
that much of the sugar formerly sent to New York now finds 
a market in Canada. There is an advantage to the shipper of 
1-25 dols. (5s. 24d.) a ton on sugar sent to Halifax, as in New York 
the charges for wharfage and for reshipping to the refinery average 
about that amount. These charges are not necessary in Halifax. 
Again, considerable delay is involved in the adjustment of the 
tares by the Custom-house in New York, and more immediate 
returns are obtained from Halifax. These considerations, arising 
at a time when the sugar market is unsettled and the price of 
muscovado sugar is low and fluctuating, are enough, it has proved, 
to turn the scales in favour of Canada. 


416 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [May 29, 1902. 


Agriculture. 


GERMANY. 
According to a statement published in the “ Reichsanzeiger” of 
the 13th inst., the quantity of raw sugar 
Sugar Production. produced in Germany in April last amounted 
to 10,500 metric tons, and the quantity of 
refined -to 106,450 metric tons. 

The output of raw and refined sugar in Germany in the period 
from Ist August, 1901, to 30th April, 1902—the first nine 
months of the 1901-2 sugar campaign—compares as follow with 
the corresponding period of the 1900-1 campaign :— 


August, 1900, to August, 1901, to 
April, 1901. April, 1902. 
Raw metric tons 1,715,095  ... 2,006,300 
Refined ... | 001, 1,044,723 
NOTE. —Metric ton=1, 000 kilogs. = 2,204 lbs, av. 
MOROCCO. 


H.M. Consul at Dar-al-Baida reports that the natives are taking 
| great interest in the linseed crop. In 1899 it 
Cultivation was exported to the value of 124/.; in 1900, 
: 1,0721.; in 1901, 19,683/.; and a considerable 
quantity was kept back for seed. It appears to answer admirably, 
and will, in 1902, probably be exported to the value of over 
100,0007. Its advantage is that it is valuable in itself, and so can 
bear the cost of transport from a distance. It also carries a low 
export duty. The cultivation of linseed is at present principally 
in the neighbourhood of the port of Dar-al-Baida, but the know- 
ledge of its potentialities is spreading, and it promises to become 
in time one of the staples of the country. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,791.) 


ARGENTINA. 
The British Vice-Consul at Rosario reports that the condition of 
agriculturists in the Rosario Consular district 


Pecos = taken as a whole at the close of the year 1901 
mere may be described as deplorable. 


Having suffered severely through a consider- 
able loss sustained by the wheat crop of 1900-1, they are now 
threatened with a much heavier loss in the 1901-2 crop of wheat, 
linseed, and maize, due to prolonged periods of drought, which 
virtually burned the crops in the ground, causing in some districts 
a total loss, while in others it has been variously estimated at from 
40 to 60 per cent. 

This most unfortunate condition of affairs leaves the grain 
growers in a predicament, and it is to be feared that unless the 
national and provincial governments come to their assistance, by 
granting them seed, it will be absolutely impossible for them to face 
another year dependent on their own resources. 

National, provincial, and municipal taxation, at present and 
for some time past very high, add very materially to the cost of 
living, and render the position of all but the wealthy difficult, 
if not precarious. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,793.) 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 22nd inst. was 
Cotton Statistics, 46,440, and the number imported during the 
21 weeks ended the 22nd inst. was 2,050,561. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 22nd 
inst., 8,459 bales, and for the 21 weeks, 170,569. 
For further details see p. 422. 


JAMAICA. 


The official Jamaica Gazette” of 1st inst., of a 

Law (No. 15 of 1902) enacted by the Governor 

and Legislative Council of to amend 
Duty rae the Stamp Duty Laws of 1868-1901. 

: The “ Gazette” containing the Law may be 
seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SWEDEN. 
Under date of 17th ult., the United States Consul at Gothenburg 

New Match in forwards the following _translation of an 

Sadie article which appeared in the “ Géteborgs 
" Handles-och Sjéfarts-Tidning,” of 16th April :— 

Another kind of match, intended to supplant the phosphorus 
matches which have been prohibited for a year, has lately been 
introduced in the Swedish market. The inventors of the new 
match are the engineers Landin and Jernander, of Stockholm, who 
have patented their invention in several countries. This match 
looks like the well-known potash and paraffin matches, which 
however, by reason of the fact that they contain poisonous phos- 
phorus, come under the same prohibition as the old and worthy 
lucifer match. But the new match, which has been named 
** Repstickan” (the scratch match), possesses a property which 
the potash match lacks, viz., it is damp proof, and can therefore 
be lighted against a damp or wet surface, provided this is hard. 
The inventors claim that Repstickan is the least poisonous match 
in existence, the safety match not excepted. 

The manufacture of the new matches, which at present is 
carried on for the inventors, has been entrusted to Lidképings 
Tiindsticksfabrick. It is said that negotiations are going on for 
the sale of the patent in other countries. 
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ASIATIC TURKEY. 


H.M. Consul at Erzeroum reports that imports in general increased 
, only by 5,6001., and those from the United 

Trade in the 

—antareinny Kingdom by 4,500/., the increase in no par- 

District. ticular item being sufficiently large to merit 

especial remark. The proportion of British 

goods to the total foreign importation was about as usual, viz., 283 
per cent. 

The Acting British Vice-Cousul at Van reports that there was a 
marked increase in imports from the United Kingdom to the 
extent of about 21,000/. These, which consist chiefly in linen 
and cotton goods, amount in all to about 39 per cent. of the total 
value of imports. Of other countries, France and Austria-Hungary 
each provide about 18 per cent., the former’s imports consisting 
almost entirely of sugar. 

The general increase may be chiefly attributed to the greater 
amount of ready-money in hand during the first eight months of 
last year, when cereals, which had not then dropped to their 
present low prices, were selling at rates which afforded a fair 
profit. The poorer classes, too, thanks to the abundant harvests 
which assured a plentiful supply of bread, were able to turn their 
thoughts in the direction of clothing. 


The Acting Vice-Consul also draws attention to the fact that the 
a aon Russian Consulate has been trying to interest 
Competition. merchants in Russian goods, but has been met 
with the reply that the state of the country 
between the frontier and Van is not sufficiently tranquil to render 
imports from Russia a safe investment. Should, however, the 
security of the district be improved, the extension of the railway 
to Erivan will have put Russian trade with the town of Van in a 
very favourable position. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,792.) 


In the same report the Acting British Vice-Consul at Van writes 
as follows :—‘‘ The importance to this district 
Need of Better fF better means of communication and transport 
can be well realised from the fact that on 
enquiries being made, with a view to export, 
in neighbouring towns where cereals were selling at higher prices, 
it was in every case found that the freight charges would more 
than absorb any profit which could have been expected from the 
difierence in price.” 


Means of Commu- 
nication. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the article which appeared at pp. 258-60 of the 

“ Board of Trade 5 ne ” of 8th inst., respect- 

Wool Imports. ing the wool trade of the United States, the 

Board of Trade have received, through the 

Foreign Office, copy of a further report on the same subject taken 

from the American Wool and Cotton Reporter by the British 

Commercial Agent in Chicago, the figures quoted being extracted 
from the official trade returns. 

“The March trade statement presents some very suggestive 
figures as regards wool imports. During that month there was 
imported into the United States 25,355,244 lbs. of wool, as 
compared with 10,339,565 lbs. during the same month last 
year. Imports of Class I. wool increased from 6,340,858 lbs. 
in March, 1901, to 13,887,878 lbs. in March, 1902. Imports 
of Class II. wool increased from 385,810 lbs. to 727,190 lbs., 
and imports of third class wool increased from 3,612,897 lbs. 
to 10,740,176 lbs. 

“ The following table will be of interest as showing the classifica- 
tions of the wool imports for the nine months ended 31st March 
of each year back to 1898 :— 


Nine Months ended 31st March. Class I. Class I1. Class IIT. 
Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 

1902 ... 45,626,737 4,657,898 | 69,763,597 

1901 ... 17,714,124 4,354,100 | 49,052,673 

1900 ... 20,534,905 | 10,439,690 | 80,065,962 

1899 ... 7,126,920 1,391,023 | 45,119,348 

1898 ... 24,342,139 4,064,673 | 64,547,133 


“Of the 45,626,737 lbs. of Class I. wool imported during the 
nine months ended March, 1902, 13,776,005 Ibs. came from the 
United Kingdom, 25,375,870 lbs. from South America, and 
5,840,646 lbs. from Asia and Oceania. Of the 4,657,898 lbs. of 
Class II., 2,686,886 lbs, came from the United Kingdom and 
1,403,437 lbs. from British North America. Of the 69,763,597 lbs. 
of Class III., 23,758,722 lbs. came from the United Kingdom, 
2,720,732 lbs. from France, 2,559,393 lbs. from Germany, 
15,846,118 lbs. from other Europe, 4,609,409 lbs. from South 
America, 13,984,326 lbs. from the Chinese Empire, and 5,700,899 
lbs. from other Asia and Oceania.” 
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URUGUAY. 


According to the Bulletin of the Bureau of American Republics 
Tax on for April, a Law taxing professions (Icy de 
Ceiminantia patentes de giro), applicable to the capital, 
Travellers Montevideo, for the year 1901-2, and which 
: modifies the present tax regulations on com- 
mercial travellers, was published on the 23rd September, 1901. The 
commercial tax established on the basis of 100 pesos per year (the 
entire 12 months) remains the same, but formerly the entire tax 
was only payable if operations were carried on during the first half 
of the year; from the third quarter, half only ; and from the fourth 
quarter a fourth only of the total amount of the tax was 
demanded. 

Article 16 officially withdraws this privilege from the commercial 
travellers, and stipulates that they must pay the. entire amount of 
the tax at any time of the year. ‘I'he receipt of the amount of the 
tax, serving as a pass in going from one place to another, is not 
personal, and is valid for anyone presenting it. 

Any commercial travellers found without this document must 
pay a fine or have a new copy made at his own expense. 


ARGENTINA. 


The following table, showing the quantities of the principal articles 
exported from Argentina during the first 


Exports in the ; 
Fi ; quarter of 1902, as compared with the corre- 
oe sae sponding period of 1901 and 1900, is based on 


statistics published in the “ Review of the River 
Plate” of 26th ult. :— 


4 Quarter ended 31st March. 
1900. 1901. 1902, 
Hides of all kinds ... ut RS No. 566,908 920,251 935,759 
Sheep skins ... = 6 eee Bales. 10,558 21,005 16,487 
Goat skins ... 606 1,285 1,203 
” 147,677 | 175,974 | 245,372 
Pipes. 4,280. 7,353 9,286 
Tallow Casks. 9,101 14,309 20,717 
Hogsheads 4,327 4,395 9,407 
Frozen wethers__..... No. 505,050 683,972 679,603 
Beef ... Quarters 34,406 76,289 150,508 
Wheat Tons. 694,543 427,380 255,798 
Other cereals 287,816 403,248 338,236 
Hay ... Bales. 732,414 | 272,725 557,282 
Quebracho ... Tons. 45,560 48,309 65,441 


Average weights.—1 bale of wool, 450 kilos.; 1 bale of sheep skins, 450 kilos.; ° 
1 bale of goat skins, 370 kilos. ; 1 bale of hay, 50 kilos. ; 1 pipe of tallow, 450 kilos. ; 
1 hogshead of tallow, 200 kilos. ; 1 cask of tallow, 160 kilos, 
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With reference to the notices which appeared in previous issues of 

pe the “ Board of Trade Journal” (14th February, 

Gentes tor Bert 1901, p. 384, 4th April, 1901, p. 4, and 13th 

Works at Rosario June, 1901, pp. 604-5), the “ Review of the 

* River Plate ” of 26th ult. states that the follow- 

ing is a copy of the Decree accepting the tender for the construction 
of the Rosario port :— 


Art. 1.—The tenders are to be classified in the following order 
of merit : 
1. H. Hersent et fils, Schneider et Cie. 2. Pauling & Co., 


Limited. 3. Sindicato Frances. 

Art. 2.—In accordance with law number 3,885, the prize of 
9,000 dols. gold to be given to the first tender, and one of 
6,000 dols. gold to the second. 

Art. 3.—The construction and working of the Rosario port to 
be given to Messrs. H. Hersent et fils, Schneider & Co., on the 
condition that they accept the modifications proposed by the jury 
in their report on the tenders. 

Art, 4.—In case Hersent et fils accept the conditions, they will 
not receive the prize mentioned above. 

The modifications proposed are the following :— 

1. The period for the working of the port to be for 40 years 
from date of signing of contract. 

2. The reduction of the fixed rate of working expenses to be 
40 per cent. of the gross revenue. 

3. Certain technical modifications. 

4, That the Engineer in charge of the works is to be named 
by agreement with the Government. 


é 
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Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 21 Weeks ended 22nd May, 1902. 


Week ended | 2! Weeks |! week endea | 21 weeks 
22nd May, 22nd May, send May 
1902, 1902. 1902. 1902. 
IMPORTS. Exports. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American... | 5,574 92,886 
Brazilian ove 121,296 600 6,190 
East Indian ... men mn 272 13,363 151 6,663 
Egyptian 4,411 245,542 2,129 61,558 
Miscellaneous aie sas 1,500 23,066 5 3,272 
| 46,440 | 2,050,561 8,459 170,569 
Corn Prices. 4 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 24th May, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant tothe Corn 

Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Week ended 24th May, 1902 wh 6 
Correspondirg week in— 
aes 24 5 | 19 4] 15 10 
47 9 | 5 | 5 
1900 ... | 8 ll 18 2 
1901 ... 27 #1 19 8 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 


purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce we into the United Kingdom in the week ended 


17th May, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
— Lith May, | ing week 
1902. in 1901. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... ood Number. 8 072 8,884 
Sheep and lambs ... 5,189 5,091 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... ose ous Cwts. 68,075 79,632 
Pork ooo eee eee ” 7,030 9,970 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Beef 3,615 2,687 
Hams 37,497 $2,140 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... » 13,822 11,607 
Meat,preserved,otherwise thanbysalting 12,631 6,248 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Cwts. 65,200 76,852 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ... 10 
» condensed... ... 18,804 15,407 
» preserved, other kinds ... 16 16 
Poultry Value £ 12,994 22,008 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Cwts, 4,847 4,089 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Cwts. 1,899,211 | 1,179,606 
Wheat-meal and flour ... 416,907 435,400 
Peas 20,010 38,200 
30,185 50,200 
Maize or Indian corn... 739,188 709,200 
Fruit, raw :-— 
Apricots and peaches... 203 
Bananas ... Bunches, 61,353 56,888 
Cherries... Cwts, 3,960 3 
Gooseberries 215 137 
Grapes... ” 214 269 
Unenumera' 924 281 
Tons, 8,817 3,065 
Straw* ” 1,669 
Hops ... eee oe Cwts. 262 1,033 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... ove Bushels, 107,804 166.396 
Unenumerated Value £ 14,197 12,292 
Vegetables, dried Cwts, 360 662 
reserved by canning ... 2,369 5,471 


* Not shown in 1901. 


| 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom.— Cont. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 

Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
24th May, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
a Week ended | Correspond- 
24th May, ing week 
1902. in 1901. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... Number 10,269 11,043 
Sheep and ” 5,919 11, "216 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef ess Cwts. 87,843 115,108 
Pork ” 6,900 9,114 
Balted or preserved meat :— 

Hams n 29,361 42,926 
Pork 8,029 8,171 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh . ra 12,324 14,307 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than by salting ” 16,263 9,403 

Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter Cwts. 78,942 62,768 
Margarine ... ” 16,595 15,480 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ... 2 

» cream 68 133 

condensed . ” 18,296 19,554 

other kinds 91 14 

344,707 385,370 
Poultry ‘and g ame ... a Value £ 11,178 6,287 
dead (not tinned)” 8,552 4,156 
Lard js 32,052 45,601 
Corn. grain, meal and flour :— 

Wheat Cwte. 1,880,697 | 1,232,500 
Wheat-meai ‘and 362,674 259,700 
Barley > 258,763 431,300 
” 842,355 405,000 
Peas ” 52,685 60,900 
Maize or Indian corn . 1 236, 066 1 ,022, 100 

Fruit, raw :— 
Cwts. 16,942 17,754 
Apricots and peaches ” 365 56 
Bananas ... Bunches 34,126 51,725 
Cherries... 6,755 1,589 
Gooseberries ore eee eee eee n 109 143 
Grapes oe oe eee ete 426 240 
Oranges ... ” 122,926 115,065 
Pears 18 $9 
Strawberries ° ee oo ” 439 337 
Unenumerated . ” 2,067 1,843 
Straw* eve ” 1,806 
— raw :— 
Bushels 115,671 67,239 
Cwts, 161,002 171,702 
Tomatoes ... ove 12,845 7,838 
Unenumerated ... Value £ 12,089 12,649 
Vegetables, dried Cwts. 2,306 2,035 
reserved by canning ... one > 7,062 3,682 
* Not shown in 1901, 


. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900, in two Volumes, may 
be purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. for the first, and 4s. for the 
second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive 
information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives, 
in the first volume, Abstract Tables for the years 1896-1900, and 
detailed statement of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and in the second volume details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 

Volume I. of the “ Annual Statement” for the year 1901 will 
be issued shortly. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 
This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 


of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 15th inst. :—State 
of the Labour Market in April: Agricultural Wages in the United 
Kingdom in 1901: Gain-Sharing: The Price of Bread: Labour 
Bureaux and Exchanges in France: Recent Conciliation and 


Arbitration Cases : Legal Cases affecting Labour, d&c., &c. 
FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,794. Goa, 1901. 


Imports and exports by the Development of the mineral 
West of India Portuguese rail- _ oil business. 
Way. Shipping using the port of 


Mormugio. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 2,795. Hankow, 1901. 


Trade figures for three years 
and explanations thereof. 

Percentage of tonnage by 
nationalities. 

Comparative insignificance of 
foreign imports. 

Indian yarn imports larger 
than Japanese. 

Supplies for the Lu-Han 
Railway and progress of the 
construction of same. 

Imports of Japanese coal and 
exports of native coal. 


Kerosene oil trade; installa- 
tion of tanks of the Shell 
Company. 

Inwaid transit passes re- 
spected so long as they are in 
a foreigner’s name, no transit 
passes outward. 

No direct tea steamer for 
London. Eight Russian steam- 
ers loaded for Odessa. 

Progress of work on the four 
foreign concessions. 


No. 2,796. Formosa, 1901. 


Import and export returns 
only available for 1900. Foreign 
imports that year showed a de- 
crease, owing to rise in the 
tariff, and a further decrease is 
expected to be shown for 1901. 

Kerosene oil the only import 
which remains in the hands of 
foreigners. 

British cotton and woollen 
= imported from Hong- 

ong by Chinese. 

The Government leaf-tobacco 
monopoly. 

Sugar the only export article 
in which foreign merchants are 
now interested, but the applica- 
tion of the sugar consumption 
tax is now interfering with the 
trade. 


Subsidised sugar factory. 

Description of the opium, 
camphor and salt monopolies 
and their results. 

Figures of trade at the four 
new ports in the district opened 
in 1899. 

Subsidised steamship lines 
to the island. 

Suspension of works on the 
railway from Takow via Tainan 
and Kagee to Taihoku in the 
north. 

Taikow and Anping proposed 
harbour works. 

Table of imports and exports 
for two years. 


No. 2,797. Chin-Kiang, 1901. 


Site obtained for erection of 
kerosene oil tanks by a British 
company. 

Import of British soda-ash. 


Tables of transit-pass trade. 

Inland waters navigation. 

Tables of imports and ex- 
ports. 
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No. 2,798. Philadelphia, 1901. 


Tables showing imports from 
and exports to British posses- 
sions. 

Table showing exports of 
live-stock to sundry British 


rts. 
Progress of shipbuilding on 
the Great Lakes. 


Industrial combinations, 


No. 2,799. 


Increased export of india- 
rubber, but with probable 
injury to extent of future 
supplies for many years. 

Completion of the railway to 
Bulawayo and effects thereof. 

Gold mining in the Mozam- 
bique Company’s _ territory. 


definition by the census 
bureau. 
United States coal trade. 
United States iron trade. 
The Hooper concentrator for 
treating crushed ores by dry 
process. 
New methods for hardening 
armour plates. 


Other new inventions. 


Beira, 1901. 


Alterations in taxation in 
favour of the industry. 

Gold dredging. 

Absence of any regular 
British steamship service on 
the coast, and its effects. 

List of imports and exports. 


No. 2,800. Ionian Islands, 1901. 


Corfu shipping returns. 

Wine and oil crops. 

Hardware imported from 
Austria, Hungary and Italy 
at lower first cost and less 
freight than from United King- 
dom. 

The use of sulphate of cop- 
per as a remedy against 
“ peronospera,” the vine blight, 
is increasing. Some of inferior 
quality comes from the Pirzeus. 

Table of Corfu imports and 
exports. 

Zante currant crop. 


No. 2,801. 


Population of island by new 
census just under 25,000. 
Building of blast furnaces 


for the utilisation of the Elban 
iron ore. 
Re-opening of Elban marble 


quarries. 


List of principal goods im- 
ported from United Kingdom 
to Zante with their prices. 

Competition of bounty-fed 
French Newfoundland codfish 
which is carefully prepared in 
France and re-exported with 
British Newfoundland codfish. 

Sulphate of copper princi- 
pally imported into Zante by 
the “ Currant Bank.” 

Table of principal Cepha- 
lonia imports. 

Cephalonian currant crop. 


Elba, 1900-01. 
Exports of manganese ore. 
Table of export of iron ore 
with countries of destination. 
Difficulty experienced b 
viticulturists owing to hi 
prices paid for labour by the 


mines. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 2,802. 


Decrease in exports owing to 
falling off in the rice export, 
the principal item. 

Large increase in export of 
rape-seed. 

British cotton yarn almost 
disappeared from list of imports, 
but Indian yarn has increased 


Wuhu, 1901. 


and its import largely exceeds 
that of Japanese and Shanghai 
yarn combined. 
Imports of British soda. 
Transit pass trade, which is 
entirely in the Chinese hands. 
‘Tables of imports and ex- 
ports. 


No. 2,805. France, Brest District, 1901. 


Harbour works and graving 
dock. 

Light railways. 

Cereals and other exports. 


Tables of imports and ex- 
ports at Brest, Morlain, Le 
Legue (St. Brieue) and Lorient. 


No. 576. Miscellaneous. Mineral Resources of Greece. 


The report deals with the principal mining operations in the 
country, gives tables of mineral output and two good-sized maps. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Mines and Quarries; General Report and Statistics for 1901. 


Part I. District Statistics. [Cd. 1,110.] 


Price 64d. 


This return, which forms the first part of the General Report on 


Mines and Quarries for 1901, contains statistics of the number cf 
persons employed, the output of minerals, and of accidents at 
mines and quarries in the United Kingdom arranged according to 


the inspection districts. 


The total output of the undermentioned 


minerals in the United Kingdom in 1901 as compared with 1900 


was as follows :— 


— 1901. 1900. 

Tons. Tons. 
Coal 219,046,945 225,181,300 
Iron ore a ove = 12,275,198 14, 028, 208 
Clays and shale 14,161,877 14, ’049, 694 
Limestone (other than chal 11,180,579 11 477 
Sandstone... 5,115,675 5,019,874 
Igneous rocks 5,049,312 4,634,301 
Chalk... 4,328,344 4,373,331 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tae following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. No. | Place. Price 
EUROPE— | Italy: 
Austria-Hungary: | 2801 | Elba... 1900-01) 1d. 
2762 | Trieste ... «1901 14d.) 2773 | Lombardy... 1d. 
1 2744 | Naples ... 
Denmark: | 
2739 | Denmark(Supplement) 1900 1d. Netherlands. 
2761 | Amsterdam ... +1901) 1d. 
France and Colonies: 
2805 | Brest ... 1d. Portugal and 
2768 | Calais ... sak soe yy | 23d.) 2746 | Beira... 1901) 14d. 
2784 | Corsica ... coe | Ld. |] 2799 | Goa ove 
27387 | France ... ---1900) 3d. || 2794 | Portugal --- 1900) 13d. 
2754 | Havre ... -.1901) 3d. 
2765 | Nantes... Russia: 
2786 | Nice ... yy | ld. || 2782 | Batoum... -1901) 2d, 
2743 | Odessa (Supplement). 1d. 
2750 »  (Agriculture)...1901} 13d. 
2788 | Bavaria... ... _...1901) 14d. 
2769 | Chemnitz ‘ 4d. via: 
2758 | German Colonial Estimates 2757 | Servia 1900, 1901) 1d. 
for 1902... 14d. 
2790 | German Colonies . "1900-01 2d. Spain: 
2748 | Estimates of German Em- 2780 | Cadiz a 201901) 2d. 
pire for 1902 ...| 1d. || 2771 | Corunna ... Sha. 
2774 | Pomerania... 1901) 34d.) 
2751 | Prussian Estimates for Sweden: 
1902-03... ld, || 2778 | Stockholm... +1901) 23d, 
2745 | Samoa ... ..1901 3d, 
572 | Higher, Middie and Lower Tarkey: 
A Wiirtemberg ..., 3d. || 2785 | Aleppo and Adana ...1901) 
573 lementary report on 2792 | Erzeroum soe | 
Instruction and 2766 | Trebizond | 
Chemical in 
Germany . wel Ld. AFRICA— 
574 | Prussian Railways 3d. || 2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901) 94, 
575 | German Iron trade in 1990 2742 | Somali Coast Protectorate, 
and 1901... 1990-01) 94, 
2787 | Tangier (Morocco) og 
Greece: 
2788 | Cyclades 43 1901) 1d. | AMERICA, NORTH— 
2800 | Ionian Islands... gy United States of America: 
2760 | Morea ... ove eve yy | 1d. | 2755 | Baltimore 9’... 1901) 24d. 
2775 | Pireeus ... ove ys 2759 | Charleston ... » | 24d. 
2764 | Thessaly 2763 | Chicago » | 
576 | Mineral Resources of || 2752 | New Orleaas aes » | 2a. 
Greece 2781 | New York ... » | Sa. 
| 


| 

i 
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No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
2798 | Philadelphia ... ---1901} 2d. Venezuela : 
2749 | Portland (Maine) ... ,, | 2d. || 2772 | Ciudad Bolivar --- 1901) 3d. 
2770 | Texas... ise 
AMERICA, CENTRAL— ASIA— 
2776 | Costa Rica... 1d. China: 
2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and 2777 | Amoy .. ne ...1901] 1d, 
1900-01; 3d. || 2797 Chin-kiang 
2738 | Foochow ---1900) 1d. 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 2795 | Hankow 1901) 14d. 
2767 | Buenos ..1901| 2d. || 2779 | Samshui 1d. 
2793 | Rosario... | Mengtse.. "1900 1d. 
2802 | Wuhu .1901) 1d. 
Brazil : 
2740 | Sergipe... 1d. | 
Japan: 
Chile : 2789 | Japan... aS 1901) 2d. 
2753 |Coquimbo ... __...1900} 1d. || 2796 | South Formosa... 1900-01) 2d. 
Colombia: Republic of 
2747 | Colombia (excepting Persia : 
Panama)... ---1901} 144.) 2803 | Persian Gulf 232. 
a 
Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the 1st January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— - 


No | Price. 
1 Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 ey 4d. 
2 General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901 xe 3d. 
: 3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Japan relative 
to China and Corea... 4d. 
4 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana.. eee 1d. 
5 Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- J 
ing the system of telegraphic communication between ‘ 
Europe and India through Persia... 1d, 


6 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 


Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans ... 4d. 
7 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for the 
mutual surrender of fugitive criminals... 1}d. 


8 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 


spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika.. 63d. 
9 Agreement relative to the exchange of Money Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ... 4d. 
10 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France Tespect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... 4d. 


11 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ... 3d. 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 

No. Place. Price. | 

346 Northern Nigeria | 1s. 10d, | 

349 British Guiana “a ane 2d. 

350 St. Vincent ... in 2d. 

352 Cocos Islands .. 190. 

om Cyprus ose eee eee eee eee 3d. 


= 
a 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increas- 
ing demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, 
so far as it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish 
this new branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recom- 
mendations contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee com- 
posed not only of representatives of the various Government Departments 
concerned, but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, 
which was appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was re- 
quested to consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and 
of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate information 
upon commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, 
and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 
a centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
it is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may 
be addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who 
recently acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into 
the condition and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
countries. The “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application 
being made to it, to supply information with regard to the following sub- 
jects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and 
Colonial Tariffs; Excise and “ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and 
Tonnage dues, and other charges on Shipping; Customs Kegulations ; 
Consular Fees; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign and Colonial Con- 
tracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lasts of Firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, §c., §c. 
An inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which inteliigence collected by the Branch and intended for general in- 
formation is conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close 
of 1899, was issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly 
at the priee of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in Kast Harding Strect, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 23d. 


— 


